Sustainable Ag.

Avanti High School


Name: ______________________________________Pd: _____ Date: ____________

Assignment----------------------Choosing & Buying Seeds – 25 pts
Overview: To gain an understanding of the complexity of the seed market, in this assignment, you will look through seed catalogues and use outside research/class handouts to help you fill out a seed order form.  You are choosing plant types and varieties based on a ‘theme’ that you have come up with for the Plant Sale.  You will choose 3 plants that fit into that theme.  These should be plants that you consider ‘desirable’ to the home gardener and that would grow well in our climate.
Goals:

· Learn to navigate a seed catalogue
· Familiarize yourself with terms used to describe seeds
· Germination Rates vs. Germination Time
· USDA-approved “Organic” vs. conventional vs. Heirloom
· Hardiness
· Recommended planting times
· Hybrid, F1, F2, etc. (the fun genetics stuff!)
· Actually fill our the order form: I will place the order
· These seeds will be planted, grown, and sold as transplants at our annual Plant Sale fundraiser in May
· Learn to budget wisely
· Determine amount of seeds to buy using…MATH!
Now What?

You have been assigned a crop and have been given a few seed company options to order from.  Now what?  You will need to research to figure out what variety of seeds to buy.  Make a big list of these at first, noting information like heirloom, organic, hardy, F2 hybrid, etc.  Choose 3 specific plants from your list that will grow well in our gardens and you think are the best choice for your theme and the sale.  Figure out how much you will need for one 6 x 12 seed flat/tray.  These will be transplanted to larger pots before being sold at the Plant Sale.

Plant Sale Tray Theme: ________________________________

Plants Chosen & WHY:

Ex.) Broccoli.  I chose broccoli because it fits into my ‘Brassica Family’ theme of plants.

Variety: I chose ‘Romenesco’ broccoli because of its interesting fractal growth pattern and its ability to prosper in our Maritime climate.
1) _________________:  _____________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Variety:  _________________________________________________________________  

  __________________________________________________________________________________ 
2) _________________:  _____________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Variety:  _________________________________________________________________  

  __________________________________________________________________________________ 
3) _________________:  _____________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Variety:  _________________________________________________________________  

  __________________________________________________________________________________ 
