SCI-051

Sustainable Ag: Intro

Seminar #1-2014

Quasar Surprise


Name: ______________________________________Pd: _____ Date: ____________

Assignment----------------------Plant Family Story Page – 15 pts
Overview: To create a story-page that fits with our class’s overall plot.  The story-page will creatively describe common characteristics of an assigned plant family.  We will use another story called Shanleya’s Quest: A Botany Adventure for Kids Ages 9-99 by Thomas Elpel as an example.   Your final assignment should have one full page of text (typed; 2-pages written) and a complete colored illustration (collage-style also acceptable).
Goals:

· Learn common characteristics of many plant families found in agriculture as well as most other ecosystems
· Understand how “biological classifications are based on how organisms are related, reflecting their evolutionary history,” (EALR 9-11 LS3E).
· Use higher level thinking to create a story that conveys a plant family’s common characteristics
· Be creative! 
· Combine all Story-Pages into one book that will be gifted to Madison Elementary School for use in garden activities.
Background: This book was written as a clever introduction to plant identification.  It successfully leaves the reader with a greater awareness for how plant species are related and leads to an appreciation for the great diversity in ecosystems.  The introduction describes plants as  often being the ‘wallpaper’ of peoples’ lives –a thing often in the background an underappreciated in relation to human-constructed environments.  The author seeks to take this ‘wallpaper’ of nature into the foreground of the readers’ minds while telling an enchanting origin tale of Earth’s flora and fauna.

Plant Families to Choose From: Onion, Amaranth, Beet, Carrot, Sunflower, Nightshade, Mustard, Cucumber/Squash, Blueberry, Bean/Pea, Mint, Grass, Buckwheat, Buttercup, Rose 
Rubric for Scoring:
Each Criterion = 5 points for Sensational
Score out of 15 pts total

	Criteria
	Unsatisfactory
	Emerging
	Sensational

	Creativity
	Lacking in literary creativity and/or minimal illustration
	Fairly creative written portion and/or illustration
	Is an innovative expression of self in both writing and illustration

	Description of Plant Family
	Ex. Just listing plant characteristics with an intro and end sentence
	Attempt to descript the plant family using a story, but lacks important details 
	Successfully weaves in description of major plant family characteristics into an interesting story

	Diagram of Flower
	Either no diagram of flower or poorly drawn/labeled diagram
	Attempt to draw a flower diagram, but either inaccurate or incomplete
	Clear and accurate diagram of the common flower characteristics in plant family


Your plant family: ____________________________

Common characteristics: 

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Diagram of flower:

Rough Outline of Story-page:
