SCI-051

Sustainable Ag: Intro

Seminar #1-2014

Quasar Surprise


Name: ______________________________________Pd: _____ Date: ____________

Assignment----------------------Make a Journal – 10 pts
Overview: To use creativity and resourcefulness (channel your inner MacGyvre) to use materials around the house (or school) to make your own Nature Journal.   I expect everyone to have a journal by the second day of class and to bring your journal every day.
Goals:

· Make the journal uniquely yours somehow.   Express yourself.
· Use only found materials (with permission of course)
· Don’t spend more than an hour making this…unless you just can’t help yourself and think this is going to be the thing that changes your life.
· Bring the journal to class EVERY DAY
· I will occasionally check your journals for certain assignments (but I’ll try not to snoop around on other pages)
· Journals will be used for:
· In-class note-taking
· Brainstorming assignment ideas
· Documenting “Daily Observations”

· Hopefully this will be something you continue to use either in other classes, as a sketchbook, or as a nature journal.
Background:

Most scientists, especially those in the natural sciences, keep a daily journal to document ideas, observations about the world around them, and even sketches of certain organisms or phenomenon that catch their eye.  In this way, they are able to critically assess the world around them, which leads eventually to forming questions warranting research.  This is the beginning and most important step of the [drum roll] SCIENTIFIC METHOD.  You’ve heard it.  You’ve memorized the steps.  But you may not yet appreciate science or think that it is for you.  If you spend enough time recording your observations, you will start to think like a scientist accidentally.  And this, my friends, is the goal of this course and more specifically: this assignment.  Take it as seriously (and as ridiculously) as you can.

Rubric for Scoring:
Each Criterion = 3.33 points for Sensational

	Criteria
	Unsatisfactory
	Emerging
	Sensational

	Creativity
	No attempts made to create a unique & personal journal
	Attempts self-expression
	Is innovative in use of material and expression of self

	Fulfills Assignment
	Ex. Decorates store-bought notebook
	Not quite “recycled” and/or not quite functional
	Uses recycled materials & is functional notebook

	Work Habits
	Task more than 1 day late, little effort made
	Maybe a day late, sufficient effort
	Completes task on time, clear effort made on task


Score out of 10 pts total
