SCI-411

Environmental Science


Name: ________________________________________Date:__________

Assignment: IPCC Report --- Interpreting Graphs
Background: The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is a group of thousands of scientists from around the world.  The group was established by the United Nations (UN) in 1988.  They review and assess the most current and important scientific information regarding climate change and its social, environmental, and economic impacts.  Their reports (such as the summary report that you are about to read) help to inform critical decisions.  

Figures in Scientific Research are graphs, charts, or images that display data in a visual way.  Common examples include bar graphs, line graphs, pie charts, and diagrams.  They can sometimes be a more effective way of displaying data than a table or list of numbers/observations.
Objective:
· To learn about the IPCC

· To interpret a figure used in a scientific report

· To explore potential causes/impacts of climate change

Checklist: 

·  Read the introduction & the red boxes up to pg. 13 of the IPCC Report

· Write down any questions that you have (for discussion with teacher)

· Describe the purpose of the report in 1-2 sentences

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

·  Choose 1 of the following 3 figures to focus on:
· SPM.1 a-d (pg. 3)

· SPM.6 a-b (pg. 11)
· SPM.7 a-b (pg. 12)

·  Look at the figure, read its caption, and try to understand what each part of the figure is trying to show.

· What is the title of the figure: ______________________________________________

· What are variables represented in this figure (ex. types of greenhouse gases): ______________________________________________, _________________________________________, ______________________________________________, _________________________________________

·  Write a paragraph about what the figure is showing and a brief personal reflection of that information:

