SCI-051

Sustainable Ag: Intro

Seminar #1-2014

Quasar Surprise


Name: ______________________________________Pd: _____ Date: ____________

Assignment----------------------Agricultural Run-Off Article – 20 pts
Overview: To comprehend consequences of agricultural run-off and to think critically about solutions to these problems.  In this assignment, you will read one of three news articles related to this topic.  You will highlight and take notes on the article, write a 1-pg summary/reflection, and be prepared to discuss both the article and your ideas during an in-class discussion.  This is to give substance to the lesson on irrigation.

Goals:

· Think in systems about irrigation & the hydrologic (water) cycle.
· Understand the process of eutrophication & hypoxia (dead zones)
· Relate concepts learned in class to real-world issues
· Summarize and reflect critically on a current event in the news
· Articulate thoughts, using evidence, in a class discussion
To Do:

1) Actively read your assigned article.  This means that you will highlight, underline, star, circle, and/or take notes while you read in order to be a ‘critical consumer of knowledge.’  Be aware of possible bias on the part of the author.
2) Write or Type a 1-2 pg summary AND reflection of the article. If hand-written, it must be legible.  This will be handed in, so do not write the summary/reflection in your journal.   Please include a title and heading with your name, class period, course, and date.  

3) Prepare at least 2 points to bring up in our class discussion.  Please use direct quotes from your article and any evidence that may support your (or the article’s) claim.  This evidence may be from the links on the website, your own research, or the handouts from class.

Grading:
If any portion (Active Reading, Summary/Reflection, or Discussion) is not fulfilled at an 80% or higher, student must REVISE & try again.

Articles:

--Scientific American:

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/fertilizer-runoff-overwhelms-streams/
--NPR:

http://www.npr.org/blogs/thesalt/2013/07/09/199095108/Whats-In-The-Water-Searching-Midwest-Streams-For-Crop-Runoff
--NewYork Times:

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/15/science/earth/algae-blooms-threaten-lake-erie.html?pagewanted=all&_r=1&
APA Formatting:

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
